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Factors Influencing the Muscular Activity of 
the Normal Colon—WeEtcu, P. B., Miami. 
Am. J. Digestive Diseases & Nutrition 
¢ :382-386 (Aug.) 1937. 

Welch reviews the available literature per- 
taining to extrinsic and intrinsic factors in- 
fluencing the muscular activity of the colon 
and adds the results of several of his own 
experiments. 

Among the varying extrinsic factors he 
cites taking of food (a definite appetite or 
taste reflex, similar to Pavlov’s appetite re- 
flex in the production of gastric secretion), 
endocrine, metabolic and allergic disturbances, 
stimuli originating in adjacent viscera, bodily 
and mental activity and sleep. 

The author was able to arrive at several in- 
teresting conclusions regarding intrinsic 
factors involved in colon activity, through the 
use of condom balloons inserted into the 
proximal and distal openings of 5 colosto- 
mized negro women. ‘These balloons were in- 
flated with water and definite though varying 
hydrostatic pressures were utilized. Kymo- 
graphic tracings were obtained showing the 
actual extent of muscle contraction. 

With water pressure of 1 inch or less the 
colonic contractions were of little tone, infre- 
quent, irregular and of short duration. In- 
crease of pressure invariably increased the fre- 
quency and tone of the contractions. 

With prolonged distention this irritability 
gradually lessened, the tone slowly lowered 
and the contractions were of shorter dura- 
tion, until within 2 hours the tracings re- 
sembled that of a resting colon. 

The author compares the latter finding to 
that observed in the rectum when the stimula- 
tion to evacuation is disregarded with grad- 
ual depression or loss of the defecation reflex. 
This inhibition of activity is likely due to 
loss of irritability of the neuromuscular ap- 


paratus. 
The important result of the authors’ ex- 
periments lies in the conclusion that the 


of the residue in the 


amount and character 
lumen of the colon are potent factors in the 
determination of its muscular activity. 
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Senile cases at Monthly Rates. 
James N. Brawner, M.D., Medical Supt. 
Ausert F. Brawner, M.D., Resident Supt. 
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Martin, Douglas D., Tampa 

Martin, L. W., Sebring. . 

Melvin, Perry D., Miami. . 

Metzger, Frank C., Tampa 

Moore, J. N., Ocala 

Morris, Kenneth A., Jacksonville 
N 


Netto, Lloyd J., West Palm Beach 
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Oppenheimer, L. S., Tampa 
Orr, Louis M., II, Orlando 
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Palmer, Henry E., Tallahassee 
Panettiere, Cayetano, Miami Beach 
Perdue, J. Randolph, Miami. 
Phillips, Kenneth, _—. 


Raap, Gerard, Miami...... 

Roberts, W. C., Panama City 

Rogers, W. D., Chattahoochee 
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Sams, Wiley Mitchell, Miami 
Shoemaker, S. A., Orlando 
Smith, Donald W., Miami 
Smith, H. Mason, Tampa 
Spengler, Nathaniel L., Tampa 
Stewart, Jos. S., Miami 

Sugg, W. D., Bradenton 
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Travers, M. Paul, Miami. . 
Tumen, Henry J., Philadelphia 
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Vallotton, J. Ralph, Daytona Beach 
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YOUR ADVERTISING FRIENDS 

In each issue members will find the adver- 
tisements of business firms who are their 
friends. These firms desire to serve you 
efficiently and to your satisfaction, They may 
be relied upon to deal with you honestly and 
fairly. They will be most helpful in assist- 
ing you to acquire supplies or equipment most 
advantageously. 

As patrons of your official Journal, they 
merit first consideration and preference, other 
things being equal. ‘The officers respectfully 
request that you subscribe this support and so 
aid in retaining these advertising patrons. You 
will also be rendering a service if you advise 
detail men and salesmen that you prefer deal- 
ing with your friends who employ space in 
your JOURNAL, 

Read the advertising sections of each issue 
and write to these advertisers. You will find 
many interesting and informative reading 
items in these sections in addition to the ad- 
vertisements. Please be helpful in retaining 


this income revenue. Thanks. 
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DOCTORS LAKE and AYERS 


X-Ray and Clinical Laboratories 


Wm. F. Lake, M.D. 
Director Laboratory of X-Ray 


A.J. Ayers, M.D. 
Director Laboratory of Clinical Pathology 





Tissue examination, gross and micro- 
scopic, Blood Chemistry, Serology, Bac- 
teriological Examinations, Autogenous 
Vaccines and Metabolism. We are 
equipped to do all X-Ray and Labora- 
tory diagnoses, X-Ray and radium ther- 
apy. Containers and information fur- 
nished upon request. Reports tele- 
graphed when desired. 


111 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 
Long Distance Phone JA. 3937 
ATLANTA, GA. 
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Ambulance Directory 





CAREY HAND 
32-36 Pine Street 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
Telephone 4381 





COMBS FUNERAL HOMES 


Ambulance Service 


Phone 52101 
MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 


Phone 3210] 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 





FERGUSON FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
1201 South Olive 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. 














